
STORYTIME KIT



Cadence and Kittenfish: A Mermaid Tale
Illustrations © 2022 by Jaclyn Sinquett
www.starryforestbooks.com

STARRY 
FOREST
BOOKS

You can sketch right on top of this handy guide.
Look how simple shapes can create a detailed drawing!

HOW TO
DRAW

Scan to watch
and hear illustrator

Jaclyn Sinquett
detail each step!

Once you’ve practiced, try drawing Cadence in the space below.
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WORD SEARCH
Help Cadence find all the words as she searches for the perfect pet!

CORAL
DOLPHINS
LIGHTHOUSE
KITTEN
FLUFFY

SEAWEED
BOAT
OCEAN
OTTER
MERMAID
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WORD SEARCH (ANSWER KEY)
Help Cadence find all the words as she searches for the perfect pet!

CORAL
DOLPHINS
LIGHTHOUSE
KITTEN
FLUFFY

SEAWEED
BOAT
OCEAN
OTTER
MERMAID
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      A7            A
She swims in the ocean all the day long

             A7        A
Splishin’ and a-splashin’ and a-singin’ this song

              A7           A
All the other mermaids in the Seven Seas

   A7
Love to hear her singin’ “Come splash with me”

Chorus
           D

Merry mermaid     splash     splashity splash          (underwater: blub     blubbity blub)
           A

Merry mermaid     splash     splashity splash          (blub     blubbity-blub)
      E                                                             D                                    A

Sing merry mermaid cuz you’re gonna make a splash tonight

            A7                  A
Every little fishy, every manatee

          A7                       A
Every swimmin’ mermaid in the deep blue sea

     A7               A
Every sea otter, every catfish too ... says

      A7
“Sing, merry mermaid, that’s what you do”

CHORUS

MERRY MERMAID
(Sing to the tune of “Rockin’ Robin”)
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READ ALOUD TIPS

Set the scene before you even start the book Set the scene before you even start the book 
by talking about the cover!by talking about the cover!

1. Have you been to the ocean? What kind of things 
do you do when visiting the ocean?

2. Do you know what this is? (Point to lighthouse.) 
Give me a thumbs-up if you’ve ever seen a 
lighthouse! What do lighthouses do?

3. What kind of animal is this? (Point to otter.) 
Have you ever seen an otter in real life? How 
about a mermaid?

4. Have you ever heard of a kittenfish? Are kittenfish 
real? What do you think a kittenfish looks like?

While reading:While reading:
1. The perfect pet for Cadence is right under her fin! 

See if you can find the otter hiding on each 
page of the book.

2. If you were a mermaid, what would be 
the perfect pet for you?


